
Current government policy appears to
champion the contribution of ‘faith groups’ in
community work. 'Faith' and the 'faith sector'
are seen as playing a key role in defining
communities, as well as fostering social
capital and providing much needed services.
But the ‘faith sector’ tends to be seen as being
somehow separate and distinct from the
voluntary and community sector as a whole.
This seminar is designed to explore the
following themes:
? What does this mean for the voluntary
sector? Is it privileging faith groups over and
above other community groups? Or is it the
other way round?
? What does this mean for community
development practitioners? Do the policies
match community development values and
theory and how do they fit with reality on the
ground?
? What does this mean for religious people
and non-religious people within local
geographical communities?
? What is the definition of ‘a community?’
How do communities of identity work with local
geographical communities?
? Are there negative effects on some
vulnerable groups when ‘faith groups’ or ‘faith
leaders’ have a major role in community
development? What are the positives?
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Who is this seminar for?
-Local Authority equality officers/
regeneration officers/ community cohesion
practitioners
-People engaged in community
development practice, management or
policy development
-People involved in empowerment issues in
the voluntary sector
-Academics
-People involved in
‘interfaith’ work
-Local Councillors and
other politicians
-Community activists
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