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Dear supporter 

 

I am writing to you today to ask for your help in fighting the expansion of state-

funded faith schools. This is not a campaign against religious education (teaching 

about religion) but against faith schools, which teach a particular religion as the one 

true faith (indoctrination in religion). 

 

There are nearly 7,000 state-funded faith schools in England. These schools have 

many special privileges – they can select pupils on the basis of parents’ religious 

observance, discriminate on religious grounds in the employment of teachers, and 

teach their own RE syllabus, free of Ofsted supervision and free of any National 

Curriculum. By the way, RE is the only subject (together with religiously ‘sensitive’ 

subjects like Sex Education) for which there is no National Curriculum.  

 

Some faith schools, as I discovered while making my recent television documentary, 

use their state-subsidized freedoms to undermine the teaching of science. It should be 

unthinkable in the 21st century to have a state-funded school whose science teachers 

believe the world is less than 10,000 years old, yet that is what I found. And at a 

school that is little short of a flagship for state-funded Muslim education, I found the 

pupils regurgitating the Koranic claim that salt and fresh water do not mix. Once 

again, with the blessing of the teachers, a Holy Book takes unquestioned precedence 

over scientific evidence – as the pupils could have discovered for themselves in a 

trivially easy experiment. 

 

As you know, the British Humanist Association has for many years challenged the 

spread of these divisive and discriminatory schools. For the past three years they have 

employed the UK's only dedicated campaigner against faith schools.  

 

The BHA campaigner(at present James Gray) makes sure that the voices of all those 

who oppose faith schools are heard – by supporting local campaigns against new 

religious schools, representing the secularist view in the media, and lobbying 

government to reform the laws that entrench religious discrimination in our education 

system. 

 

The campaigner also works with the Accord Coalition, an alliance of religious and 

non-religious groups for the reform of faith schools, chaired by Rabbi Jonathan 

Romain. 

 

With the recent introduction of religious free schools, the power and influence of 

religious groups in our schools system will increase significantly in the next few 

years. That's another reason why it's so important that the BHA's campaign against 

state-funded faith schools should continue to grow louder and stronger. 

 



This work is difficult to fund – and the BHA has this week launched a major new 

fundraising appeal to ensure that this important post is supported for another twelve 

months. To find out more and to join me in making a donation, please visit 

http://www.justgiving.com/nofaithschools and follow the instructions. British 

taxpayers might consider filling in the Gift Aid form, which will enable the BHA to 

collect back tax and increase the value of your gift at no extra cost to you.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Richard Dawkins 

Chairman, the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science 
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