
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 
Secretary of State for Education 
Department for Education 
Sanctuary Buildings 
Great Smith Street 
London SW1P 3BT 
 

16 July 2012 
 
 
 
I am writing to you with serious concern about the Department for Education’s ‘pre-approval’ of 
‘Exemplar – Newark Business Academy’, proposed by the same group of individuals behind last 
year’s ‘Everyday Champions Academy’ Free School bid. When that bid was rejected, the rejection 
letter categorically stated that you were ‘unable to accept that an organisation with creationist 
beliefs could prevent these views being reflected in the teaching in the school and in its other 
activities.’ Given this unambiguous statement, I would like to ask why the bid has now been 
accepted, urge you to review the decision, and ask that we meet to discuss things further. 
 
It is indisputable that this bid is a continuation of the previous one. When the new bid was launched 
– at Everyday Champions Church – it was described in the local press as a ‘resubmission’ of the 
previous bid. Gareth Morgan and Martin O’Connell, both from the Church, spoke at that event.1  
 
It was Gareth Morgan, pastor of the Church, who last year provoked controversy in the TES by saying 
that ‘Creationism will be taught as the belief of the leadership of the school. It will not be taught 
exclusively in the sciences, for example. At the same time, evolution will be taught as a theory.’2 
Upon hearing of the bid’s success, Mr Morgan tweeted that ‘A dream delayed is not a dream 
denied!!!’3 
 
On Saturday, the group stated that they still intended to teach creationism – only in RE, not science.4 
This is still seriously concerning as it is surely intended to sow confusion in the minds of pupils – an 
aim it will undoubtedly achieve. It is quite common for primary schools to teach about the creation 
narrative, as it is a prominent part of the Bible. But it is extremely rare for a secondary school to do 
likewise, and this seems to me to clearly indicate that the group is still hoping to promote creationist 
views to its students. 
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However, with that said, the BHA would have serious concerns about the funding of a creationist-run 
school, even if the group promises not to teach creationism. It does not seem to be worth the risk – 
something you yourself agreed with last year. And it adds further legitimacy to creationist views. 
 
As a result, I urge you to review this decision. I would like to request that we meet with you as soon 
as possible to discuss this matter further. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
Andrew Copson 
Chief Executive, British Humanist Association 


